
îoyÛe 

såuy lÛeô 

yaya sileÛ qeneÛ sõepeÛ 

òupyeÛ òupyeÛ òupyeÛ òupyeÛ òupyeÛ òupyeÛ òupyeÛ òupyeÛ 

iæáôyeÛ iæáôyeÛ iæáôyeÛ iæáôyeÛ 

ùuäeÛ ùuäeÛ ùuäeÛ ùuäeÛ 

sâtammqn sâtammqn sâtammqn sâtammqn 

ølãmusñn 

me 

great-grand-parents 

grandmother 

mother’s mother 

grandfather 

mother’s father 

grandmother 

father’s mother 

grandfather 

father’s father 

mother father 

great-grand-parents 

great-great-grand-parents 

great-great-great-grand-parents 

ancestor 

great-grand-parents great-grand-parents great-grand-parents 

ââyeÛ - Grandmother, an  

alternative word used in 
some Coyote stories. 

òoòoÛ - Great-grandparent, an  

alternative word.  Some believe 
it is a baby-talk version of  

òupyeÛ. 

Table X - Forebears 
Male kinship terms. 

Male Female 
Gender specific 

terms 



îoyÛe 

tuè mestm 

òupyeÛ òupyeÛ òupyeÛ òupyeÛ òupyeÛ òupyeÛ òupyeÛ òupyeÛ 

iæáôyeÛ iæáôyeÛ iæáôyeÛ iæáôyeÛ 

ùuäeÛ ùuäeÛ ùuäeÛ ùuäeÛ 

sâtammqn sâtammqn sâtammqn sâtammqn 

ølãmusñn 

me 

great-grand-parents 

mother father 

great-grand-parents 

great-great-grand-parents 

great-great-great-grand-parents 

ancestor 

great-grand-parents great-grand-parents great-grand-parents 

ââyeÛ - Grandmother, an  

alternative word used in 
some Coyote stories. 

òoòoÛ - Great-grandparent, an  

alternative word.  Some believe 
it is a baby-talk version of  

òupyeÛ. 

Table xx - Forebears 
Female kinship terms. 

Male Female 
Gender specific 

terms 

yaya sileÛ qeneÛ sõepeÛ 
grandmother 

mother’s mother 

grandfather 

mother’s father 

grandmother 

father’s mother 

grandfather 

father’s father 



tuè 

qeneÛ sõepeÛ 

îoyÛe 

me 

yaya sileÛ 

grandmother grandfather grandmother 

mother father 

grandfather 

mestm 

sisnceÛ 

younger brother 

çâiâñeÛ 

older sister 

çccÛu 

younger sister 

çqáqceÛ 

older brother 

qaõeÛ nunúmeÛ tetiäeÛ smamáÛ 

ââyeÛ - Grandmother, an  

alternative word used in some  
Coyote stories. 

snäsiö - Sibling; general term for brother, sister, cousin.  Literally, fellow offspring from the  

prefix snä… - fellow/member of; and the root siö - spill/pour.  snäsösiö (pl.) 

aunt 
father’s brother 

aunt 
father’s sister 

aunt 
mother’s brother 

aunt 
mother’s sister 

Male Female 
Gender specific 

terms 

Table xx - Kinship 
Female kinship terms. 



såuy 

qeneÛ sõepeÛ 

îoyÛe 

me 

yaya sileÛ 

grandmother grandfather grandmother 

mother father 

ââyeÛ - Grandmother, an  

alternative word used in some 
Coyote stories. 

Table xx - Kinship 
Male kinship terms. 

grandfather 

lÛeô 

sinceÛ 

younger brother 

çâiâñeÛ 

older sister 

çccÛu 

younger sister 

qecâ 

older brother 

qaõeÛ nunúmeÛ såuåiÛ 
aunt 

father’s sister 

smamáÛ 

snäsiö - Sibling; general term for brother, sister, cousin.  Literally, fellow offspring from the  

prefix snä… - fellow/member of; and the root siö - spill/pour.  snäsösiö (pl.) 

Uuncle 
father’s brother 

aunt 
mother’s sister 

uncle 
mother’s brother 

Male Female 
Gender specific 

terms 



Table xx - Marriage 
Male kinship terms. 

qaõeÛ 
aunt 

mother’s sister 

nunúmeÛ 
uncle 

aunt’s husband 

qaõeÛ 
aunt 

uncle’s wife 

nunúmeÛ 
uncle 

 mother’s brother 

çâiâñeÛ 

cousin 
snäsiö 

older cousin 
sister 

çccÛu 
younger 

cousin sister 

qecâ 

cousin 
snäsiö 

older cousin 
brother 

sinceÛ 
younger 
cousin 

brother 

çâiâñeÛ 

cousin 
snäsiö 

older cousin 
sister 

çccÛu 
younger 

cousin sister 

qecâ 

cousin 
snäsiö 

older cousin 
brother 

sinceÛ 
younger 
cousin 

brother 

  säuåiÛ 
aunt 

uncle’s wife 

smamáÛ 
uncle 

  father’s brother 

  såuåiÛ 
aunt 

father’s sister 

smamáÛ 
uncle 

 aunt’s husband 

çâiâñeÛ 

cousin 
snäsiö 

older cousin 
sister 

çccÛu 
younger 

cousin sister 

qecâ 

cousin 
snäsiö 

older cousin 
brother 

sinceÛ 
younger 
cousin 

brother 

çâiâñeÛ 

cousin 
snäsiö 

older cousin 
sister 

çccÛu 
younger 

cousin sister 

qecâ 

cousin 
snäsiö 

older cousin 
brother 

sinceÛ 
younger 
cousin 

brother 

mother 

såuy 
father 

lÛeô 

çâiâñeÛ 
older sister 

sãeñt 
brother-in-law 

isâeô 
sister-in-law 

qecâ 
older brother 

younger sister 

sãeñt 
brother-in-law 

çccÛu isâeô 
sister-in-law 

sinceÛ 
younger brother 

noønø 
wife 

îoyÛe 
me 

isâeô 
sister-in-law 

scåæsãeñt 
brother-in-law scåæisâeô 

sister-in-law 

sãeñt 
brother-in-law 

mother-in-law 

çcecâ 
father-in-law 

    sõaõeÛ 

Male Female 
Gender specific 

terms 



Table xx - Marriage 
Female kinship terms. 

qaõeÛ 
aunt 

mother’s sister 

nunúmeÛ 
uncle 

aunt’s husband 

qaõeÛ 
aunt 

uncle’s wife 

nunúmeÛ 
uncle 

 mother’s brother 

çâiâñeÛ 

cousin 
snäsiö 

older cousin 
sister 

çccÛu 
younger 

cousin sister 

çqáqceÛ 

cousin 
snäsiö 

older cousin 
brother 

sisnceÛ 
younger 
cousin 

brother 

çâiâñeÛ 

cousin 
snäsiö 

older cousin 
sister 

çccÛu 
younger 

cousin sister 

çqáqceÛ 

cousin 
snäsiö 

older cousin 
brother 

sisnceÛ 
younger 
cousin 

brother 

  tetiäeÛ 
aunt 

uncle’s wife 

smamáÛ 
uncle 

  father’s brother 

  tetiäeÛ 
aunt 

father’s sister 

smamáÛ 
uncle 

 aunt’s husband 

çâiâñeÛ 

cousin 
snäsiö 

older cousin 
sister 

çccÛu 
younger 

cousin sister 

çqáqceÛ 

cousin 
snäsiö 

older cousin 
brother 

sisnceÛ 
younger 
cousin 

brother 

çâiâñeÛ 

cousin 
snäsiö 

older cousin 
sister 

çccÛu 
younger 

cousin sister 

çqáqceÛ 

cousin 
snäsiö 

older cousin 
brother 

sisnceÛ 
younger 
cousin 

brother 

mother 

tuè 
father 

  mestm 

çâiâñeÛ 
older sister 

  seÛstém 
brother-in-law 

isâeô 
sister-in-law 

  çqaqceÛ 
older brother 

çccÛu 
younger sister 

  seÛstém 
brother-in-law 

isâeô 
sister-in-law 

  sisnceÛ 
younger brother 

sõelwi 
husband 

îoyÛe 
me 

isâeô 
sister-in-law 

scåæseÛstém 
brother-in-law scåæisâeô 

sister-in-law 

  seÛstém 
brother-in-law 

mother-in-law 

çcecâ 
father-in-law 

    sõaõeÛ 

Male Female 
Gender specific 

terms 



Table xx - Offspring 
Female kinship terms. 

çâiâñeÛ 
older sister 

seÛstém 
brother –in-law 

isâeô 
sister-in-law 

çqáqceÛ 
older brother 

tetiäeÛ 
nephew 

såuåiÛ 

  scåæisâeô 
brother-in-law 

seÛstém 
brother-in-law 

  isâeô 
sister-in-law 

scåæseÛstém 
brother-in-law me 

  îoyÛe 
husband 

  sõelwi 

 sòmâÛelt 
daughter 

  sneãlö 
son-in-law 

sepn 
daugher-in-law 

  sîseÛ 
son 

  sneãlö 
 son-in-law 

sepn 
daughter-in-law 

in-law 

 tetmtn 
in-law 

    tetmtn 

 ñitmiñlt 
oldest child 

 sòmâÛelt 
daughter 

 stÛéwtelt 
youngest 
daughter 

 ìeÛeôs 
middle child 

  sîseÛ 
  son 

 ñutèelt 
   youngest son 

  sneãlö 
son-in-law 

 sòmâÛelt 
daughter 

 ìeÛeôs 
middle child 

in-law 

 tetmtn 
in-law 

    tetmtn 

niece 
qaõeÛ 

nephew 
qaõeÛ 

niece 

qaõeÛ 
nephew 
qaõeÛ 

niece 
tetiäeÛ 

nephew 
såuåiÛ 

niece 

Male Female 
Gender specific 

terms 



Table xx - Offspring 
Male kinship terms. 

çâiâñeÛ 
older sister 

seÛstém 
brother –in-law 

isâeô 
sister-in-law 

qecâ 
older brother 

smamaÛ 
nephew 

smamaÛ 

  scåæisâeô 
brother-in-law 

seÛstém 
brother-in-law 

  isâeô 
sister-in-law 

scåæseÛstém 
brother-in-law me 

  îoyÛe 
wife 

  noønø 

 sòmâÛelt 
daughter 

  sneãlö 
son-in-law 

sepn 
daugher-in-law 

  sîseÛ 
son 

  sneãlö 
 son-in-law 

sepn 
daughter-in-law 

in-law 

 tetmtn 
in-law 

    tetmtn 

 ñitmiñlt 
oldest child 

 sòmâÛelt 
daughter 

 stÛéwtelt 
youngest 
daughter 

 ìeÛeôs 
middle child 

  sîseÛ 
  son 

 ñutèelt 
   youngest son 

  sneãlö 
son-in-law 

 sòmâÛelt 
daughter 

 ìeÛeôs 
middle child 

in-law 

 tetmtn 
in-law 

    tetmtn 

niece 
nunumeÛ 

nephew 
nunumeÛ 

niece 

nunumeÛ 
nephew 

nunumeÛ 
niece 

smamaÛ 
nephew 

smamaÛ 
niece 

Male Female 
Gender specific 

terms 



   noønø 

Table xx - Death of Connecting Kin 
Male kinship terms. 

çâiâñeÛ 
older sister 

nïiàtn 
brother –in-law 

isâeô 
sister-in-law 

qecâ 
older brother 

sçwelt 
nephew 
sçwelt 

nïiàtn 
brother-in-law 

  nïiàtn 
sister-in-law 

me 

  îoyÛe 
wife 

sãÛelp 
daugher-in-law 

  sîseÛ 
son 

  sãÛelp 
son-in-law 

 sòmâÛelt 
daughter 

niece 

Male Female 
Gender specific 

terms 

såuy 
mother 

lÛew 
father 

ãéweÛ 
grandmother 

mother’s mother 

ãéweÛ 
grandfather 

mother’s father 

ãéweÛ 
grandmother 

father’s mother 

ãéweÛ 
grandfather 

father’s father 

This term is use if you 

assume the care and raising 

of the children. 

This term is use if you 

are raised by the  

grandparent or grandparents 

This term is use if you 

are raised by the  

grandparent or grandparents 

The connecting 

relative is dead 

çwestn 
uncle 

mother’s brother 

  çwestn 
aunt 

mother’s sister 

çwestn 
uncle 

father’s brother 

  çwestn 
aunt 

father’s sister 

This term assumes 

your aunt or uncle 

raises you. 

This term assumes 

your aunt or uncle 

raises you. 



Table xx - Death of Connecting Kin 
Female kinship terms. 

çâiâñeÛ 
older sister 

nïiàtn 
brother –in-law 

isâeô 
sister-in-law 

çqáqceÛ 
older brother 

sçwelt 
nephew 
sçwelt 

nïiàtn 
brother-in-law 

  nïiàtn 
sister-in-law 

me 

  îoyÛe 
husband 

  sõelwi 

sãÛelp 
daugher-in-law 

  sîseÛ 
son 

  sãÛelp 
son-in-law 

 sòmâÛelt 
daughter 

niece 

Male Female 
Gender specific 

terms 

tuè 
sister-in-law 

mestm 
older brother 

ãéweÛ 
grandmother 

mother’s mother 

ãéweÛ 
grandfather 

mother’s father 

ãéweÛ 
grandmother 

father’s mother 

ãéweÛ 
grandfather 

father’s father 

This term is use if you 

assume the care and raising 

of the children. 

This term is use if you 

are raised by the  

grandparent or grandparents 

This term is use if you 

are raised by the  

grandparent or grandparents 

The connecting 

relative is dead 

çwestn 
uncle 

mother’s brother 

  çwestn 
aunt 

mother’s sister 

çwestn 
uncle 

father’s brother 

  çwestn 
aunt 

father’s sister 

This term assumes 

your aunt or uncle 

raises you. 

This term assumes 

your aunt or uncle 

raises you. 




