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The mission of NK"usm is to recreate a process whereby the Salish Language is passed from parents to
children as once was common.

Student Application Letter

Xest Sxlxalt
Dear Parent(s)/Family,

Thank you for considering enrolling your child in our school Sng*iiq*o. We
are humbled by your thoughtfulness in the rebuilding of our language, our community,
our people, our way of life and especially your child’s future as a strong leader.

Revitalizing the language is critical to the long term survival of us as Salish
people. Now is a crucial time with less than 57 fluent speakers. We have already lost
many speakers since the school started 5 years ago. Studies show that the very young
acquire language easier than the older. Therefore, our first goal as an organization is to
connect our young people with our fluent speakers.

We are seeking parents and families dedicated to many years of hard work
to ensure Salish will be spoken throughout our tribal communities. Your child will
receive a quality education along with a unique connection to the teachings of our
ancestors. The children involved in the school gain a rare insight of the world by
thinking in the Salish language.

Completing the attached application will show us your interest. We can
accept up to fifteen new children for this school year. Children must be below 5 years
of age (exceptions may be considered). Along with this application there will be an
interview scheduled to explain the program and to allow you to express your interest.

Our acceptance procedure will be difficult as we do not want to exclude any
families who want their child(ren) to learn Salish. Our main considerations will be
your child’s growing independence (toilet training) and your willingness and
commitment to a minimum of 5 years of attendance at the school. If there are more
applications than can be accepted decisions will based on the previous and the date we

receive it. Currently we are at 8" grade level in our ongoing curriculum development,
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